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Kidney donor
and recipient,
strangers until
recently, are
grateful for
their steady
recovery

r“
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Julie Chambers watches her 11-year-old k Caitlyn, d.

By Julle Ann Grimm
The New Mexican

wo Santa Fe women and their
families are feeling extra grate-
ful this holiday as they gather
around Thanksgiving tables.
Just two weeks ago, Julie Cham-
bers donated one of her kidneys to
Kim Muller. While Chambers is still
limping up and down the stairs of her
south-side apartment due to the pain
from major abdominal surgery, and
Muller is quarantined at her Eldo-
rado home while her immune system
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Kim Muller

is recovering from
receiving a kidney
that could prolong
her life for two
decades or.more if
Y all goes well.

Their tale is staggerihg. Until a
month ago, Chamber and Muller
were two strangers with a mutual
acquaintance. Now, they share an
uncommon bond.
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Chambers at the state Environment
Department and knew Muller from
church.

McElroy unknowingly matched the
pair when she left a church newslet-
ter in Chambers’ office last spring.
Chambers saw a notice inside it
about Muller’s need for a kidney, and
the rest of the pieces fell into place.
Two teams of surgeons completed
the hours-long procedure at Presby-
terian Medical Center in Albuquer-
que on Nov. 8. Chambers was home
two days later, and Muller two days
after that.
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at their Santa Fe home on Wednesday. Chambers is reeovering from surgery
after giving a kidney to fellow Santa Fean Kim Muller, someone she didn’t know before the organ donation. JANE PHILLIPS/THE NEW MEXICAN

has,” McElory said in a telephone
interview Wednesday. “It will
change her children’s lives and it
has changed the lives of her circle
of friends. It just has an enormous
impact, the fallout from something
like this. All the people who know
her or who were involved in some
way, it just can’t help but affect you.”

McElroy retired last summer and
began traveling, but she came back
to New Mexico to be at the hospital
during the surgery, spending time
with friends and relatives of both the
donor and recipient.

Egypt
brokers
uneasy

truce

Israel, Hamas agree
to cease-fire, future
mediation on borders

By Josef Federman and Karin Laub
The Associated Press

GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip — A
cease-fire agreement between Israel
and the Gaza Strip’s Hamas rulers
took effect Wednesday night, bring-
ing an end to eight days of the fierc-
est fighting in years and possibly sig-
naling a new era of relations between
the bitter enemies.

The Egyptian-sponsored deal
delivered key achievements for all
involved. It promised to halt years of
Palestinian rocket attacks on south-
ern Israel and ease border closings
that have stifled Gaza’s economy,
and it affirmed the emergence of
Egypt’s new Islamist government as
a key player in a changing region. But
vague language in the agreement and
deep hostility between the combat-
ants made it far from certain that the
bloodshed would end.

News of the truce, announced
in Cairo and reached after furious
diplomacy that drew in US,, UN,,
European and regional diplomats,
set off ecstatic celebrations in Gaza,
where thousands poured into the
streets, firing guns into the air, honk-
ing horns and waving Palestinian,
Hamas and Egyptian flags.

In Israel, small demonstrations
were held in communities that were
struck by rockets. Protesters said
the military should have hit Hamas
harder and some held signs demand-
ing security and denouncing “agree-
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who made a
difference

Making a difference can happen
when you take a small action such
as picking up trash at a city park.
It can also result from a lifelong
practice of helping others through
advocacy and outreach, by inviting
students to share your joy in
learning math and science or your
thrill at discovering a sense of
place. Whatever the scale of their
accomplishments, people who
give and serve our community
deserve our appreciation on this
Thanksgiving Day and every day.

The New Mexican is proud to
recognize individuals and groups
who have made a difference. We
hope the extraordinary deeds of
these ordinary people will inspire
others to show their gratitude by
giving back.
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He inspires

others

By Chris Quintana
Photo by Jane Philips
The New Mexican
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raig Barnes doesn't

rest easily. Despite

his years of service

as a civil-rights lawyer
. and an anti-war advo-

cate, Barnes is still trying to reform

“T would love to sit back and just
look at these glorious trees,” he said,
pointing at the yellowing aspens at
his home off Arroyo Hondo Road.
“But I can’t sit on my hands. I don't
know if my grandchildren will have
a safe, secure environment to live in.”

Barnes’ career as a mediator and
organizer took off during the Cold
‘War in the 1980s. He joined the foun-
dation Beyond War, a group with a
goal of preventing nuclear war.

To that end, he spent time travel-
ing to the Soviet Union so he could
speak with its topmost academics.
Eventually, the foundation published
a book of anti-nuclear war essays by
American and Soviet authors titled
Breakthrough: Emerging New Think-
ing. Barnes served as the book’s
executive editor, though he said his
duties also included finding com-
mon ground with the Soviet authors.

Before his work in Russia. Barnes
served as a lobbyist in Denver for
three years, representing the oil and
coal industry and big grocery com-
panies. Through this work. which
clashed with his values, he began to
understand the advantage money
offers in the political system.

Barnes started his own law firm
and eventually took on the case
Keyes v. School Dist. No. 1, which
argued against segregation in Den-
ver schools. The case went to the
US. Supreme Court, where justices
ruled in Barnes’ favor.

Barnes now serves as the presi-
dent of the Board of Trustees for the
Santa Fe Girls’ School, and he hosts
a Sdrurday morning radio show,
where he talks with intellectuals
around the country. Additionally, he
writes books and plays on a variety
of topics, such as democracy and
women’s rights.

He also practices mediation.
About a year and half ago, a member
of the Unitarian Universalist Church
sought Barnes’ helping in resolving a
schism. The church had undergone
some inner turmoil and splintered.
Barnes, who was not a member of
the church, said he felt honored that
he received the request for help.

Bamnes also was part of the group
that tried to persuade the city to
purchase the Santa Fe Railyard from
Catellus Development Corp. in the

to act

Craig Barnes

Hometown: Denver

Age: 76

Accomplishments: civil rights
lawyer, editor of collected essays
from Soviet Union and American
authors against nuclear war, local
political activist and moderator
Nominated by: Jerry Rogers,
Nancy Burgas and many others

mid-1990s. He then joined a group
that worked with the city to develop
plans for the new Railyard, such as
a park and a youth center, both of
which came to fruition.

Perhaps Barnes’ most ambitious
work these days is the group he
moderates, We Are People Here,
which opposes government corrup-
tion, among other things. Barnes
said the group meets monthly to
discuss ways to fight against what he
calls “plutocracy within America.”

The group arose from a series of
lectures Barnes gave in 2010 at Col-
lected Works Bookstore and Cof-
feehouse to promote his latest book,
Democracy at a Crossroads. He said
the lectures generally drew more
than 100 people, except for one night
when the temperature dropped to
20 below zero.

“That night, I think we only had
about 80 people,” Barnes said.

Dorothy Massey, Collected
Works’ owner, said she believes the
lectures were successful because of
Barnes’ excellent research abilities
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Robert Eisenstein of the Santa Fe Alliance for

Engaging young
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and his skill in defining shared frus- Robert Nott N A
trations between groups of people. :{,mw,,mmmps BOb EISGﬂStem

Massey said Barnes’ writing incor- The New Mexican Hometown: St. Louis, Mo.
porates these skills, as well, which
makes his work a pleasure to read. art of building a community, Age: 70

“He writes the way he speaks,” hysicist Robert Eis i A helped to initi-
she said. “He doesn't talk down to said, involves ensuring “kids  ate the Santa Fe Alliance for Science,
people, and he makes things very having a good interaction an organization that tutors students in
accessible, but he challenges the with an older person — math and science

reader’s intellect in an engaging
manner.”

After the lectures ended, Barnes
said, the people who had attended
wanted more. After some planning,
‘We Are People Here was born.

Barnes also has written plays,
which he said are meant to inspire
people at the emotional level

whether it’s mentoring in literacy, or
the arts and sciences, or math or music,
that's really important.”

By this measurement, then, the
St. Louis native — who turned 70 this
year — has played a role in cultivating
a community of mentors and thinkers
when he helped initiate the Santa Fe
Alliance for Science. The organization

Nominated by: Tony Gerlicz

St. Louis. “We found a way to talk elec-
tronics instead of the Bible,” Eisenstein
said. Then came high school teacher
Fred Boercher and Oberlin College
physics instructor Robert Weinstock.
Together, all three “gave me the con-

Barnes received more nomination works to partner math and science ﬁdence_to rnakE e think I could do
letters for thel0 WhoMade a Differ- tutors with students who need their ~ Something”hesaid.
ence than any other candidate this help. bel,h s very easy tot get d:ssub] a;_i;d'and
vear. As Jerry Roger and Nancy Bur- The alliance’s regular Science Cafe BeyE you are oL Capatne Of SAng

gas wrote: “Craig uses books, plays,
poems, lectures and radio programs
to inspire New Mexicans to think
and motivates them to act. He has
made an enormous difference in the
thinking of a great many people, and
we are proud to recommend him as
one of 10 Who Made a Difference.”

Author and radio show host Craig Barnes at his home on Nov. 5.
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For Young Thinkers series, now in its
sixth year, attracts mostly students as

it encourages them to contemplate

a new cognitive approach to age-old
dilemmas. The cafe actually takes place
at the Georgia O'Keeffe Education
Annex downtown. Some of the titles of
the programs define the sense of fun,
wonder and learning that these events
embody: “We're Missing Most of the
Universe!” “Eat and Be Eaten: The
Science of Food Webs” and this gem,
coming up in February 2013 — “Heads
Up! Asteroid Impacts on Earth.” (And
no, there are no reports of participat-
ing kids waking up in the middle of the
night suffering from nightmares.)

Eisenstein’s personal contribution to
the alliance and the series is one reason
he was named one of the 10 Who Made
a Difference for 2012. He has obviously
rallied others to his cause: “It certainly
is not me alone. There are well over
100 people [volunteers] who do this
with me.”

He recalls with fondness three of his
own childhood mentors. There was
Jonathan Reichert, a physics graduate
student who taught at Temple Israel in
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it, and at first, you are not,” he said. “Tt
takes hard work and someone who
won't chase you out of the office when
you go in to ask questions.”

Speaking by phone from Buffalo,
where he works for 2 company that
sells teaching apparafus, Reichert
said he recalls Eisenstein as a “young,
enthusiastic kid who was willing to
take it and go with it, and that attitude,
among other things, inspired him.” Still,
Reichert recalls one science-fair project
he worked on with Eisenstein more
than he remembers Eisenstein himself
as the two jointly built a ballistocar-
diograph to measure heart-rate vari-
ables. Their apparatus, as described by
Reichert, involved a bed, a pendulum, a
magnet and some pickup coil.

“We built it, we got the damn thing
to work, it was fun and I lost track of
him [Eisenstein] until not so long ago,
maybe 10 or 15 years, when he walks up
to me at a conference and said to me, T
remember you, " Reichert said. “That
made me feel great, and now he is
inspiring young people, so there’s kind
of a chain reaction. That’s the old story
for a teacher — you never know what
is going to affect who, and it’s nice to
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minds

hear these sorts of things from former
students so you don’t think you wasted
your whole life.”

Eisenstein’s pre-Santa Fe life includes
a stint on the physics faculty of Carn-
egie Mellon University and time as a
faculty member at the University of
Tllinois. He arrived in Santa Fe in June
2003 and was president of the Santa Fe
Institute for a little over a year.

Then he taught physics at Monte
del Sol Charter School before found-
ing the Santa Fe Alliance for Science
in the spring of 2005. About 18 months
later, the organization launched its
first Science Cafe, “Predicting Natural
Disasters.” The alliance has built up
a volunteer staff of about 100 people,
some 25 of whom work in the schools
as tutors. About 40 take part in judging
the district’s spring Science Fair Expo.
By the alliance’s own count, it reached
about 5,600 students iast year.

“The kids here are not prepared, par-
ticularly in math and science, and the
SBA [Standards Based Assessmenis]
scores show that,” Eisenstein said.

“We see this all the time when work-
ing in the middle schools. We run into
kids who don't know basic math skills.
Some of them even have a havd time
adding a column of numbers. It has not
been a priority.”

Yet Santa Fe offers a hopeful con-
fluence of serious problems and big
resources, he said, citing other educa-
tional groups with similar missions —
notably, Communities in Schools New
Mexico, which started out as the Sala-
zar Partnership under Bill and Georgia
Carson’s leadership. That organization
helps students develop reading skills,
among other goals. Math, reading and
soon science, under the Santa Fe Pub-
lic Schools incoming Common Core
Standards, will remain the performance
measures that educators use to deter-
mine academic success, he said.

“Tlove it,” Eisenstein said of his work
with students. “I’s extremely engag-
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Santa Fe Indian School James Gallegos, R Interfaith Community Shelter William Martin
Spoken Word Team veteran funeral honors Mary Helen Romero Kelty, and Lorencita Taylor,
Christopher Willett, Manny Ortiz, Mariachi Conquistador language preservation
animal rescue Boy Scouts Clayton Lewis, Na Garcia,
Juanita Manzanares, Ernestine Hagman, teen volunteer teacher Capital High, SFCC Abiquiti
helping students into college college guidance Consuelo Hernandez, Kassandra Rosales,
Tessie Lopez, Dorothy Massey, 0Old Santa Fe Trail Gift Shop school waste
Our Lady of Guadalupe Church Collected Works Bookstore owner Ray Valdez, Kathryn Flynn,
Mario Montoya Desiree Romero, Zozobra New Deal
E“d Dﬁ'r\""eGN“ﬂ nursing home volunteer Alice Temple, Jenny Mier,
Ditars ot Guns Al Lucero, Girls on the Run Bienvenidos Outreach
r"‘\é’w Skchuyler, Maria's New Mexico Kitchen Talitha Arnold, Shelley Oram,
j::: Bla:;( J Dave McQuarie, faith and human rights Rowe Volunteer Fire Department
St. John's Soup Kitchen :;s::::y advocate H:r:l I.otz',1 e i g;;"::::'““’v
Micou, photographer, gay rights, vets volunteer

Santa Fe Railyard Community Corp. Galisteo Basin preservation Elizabeth Guss, Delma Delora,
::r';:::;]:::\'ilv - — Lou Finley, rathvoliktaer union leader for nurses

o tutoring Lydia Pendley, Marcos Garcia,
m;:?m. Jose and Clare Villa, social justice coach and El Rito community volunteer

° Northern Rio Grande Heritage Willard Chilcott,

Santa Fe Century




