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By Steve Terrell Susana Martinez’s vetoes. Judicial Dlstnct courthouse under SOME LOCAL PROJECTS CUT BY MARTINEZ
The New Mexican Martinez cut almost $23 million construction on Sandoval Street
e from a capital outlay bill by using her ~ downftown. ] $1.4 million for information  $201,000 or a botanical
The new district wurthouse cur- Hiesitém Goto r to ax nearly 200 ‘The chief judge of the district, technology equipment, furni- garden near Museum Hill
rently under construction, a planned projects statewide. Those included ~ Barbara Vigil, said Wednesday that ture and security cameras for 1
botanical garden on Museum Hill, the SHr M proieteinbantiFe Martinez's vetoes might delay the the First Judicial District court- 130,000 to improve the
Santa Fe Farmers Market, u;la{.hﬁ“ nol:ut:ty PIerS move into the new facility. “We hope  house under construction Women's Health Services fam-
Medical Center, Women’s H e ) o i id all the ily and counseling center
; Services, El Museo Cultural and Santa ~ The vetoes included $1.37 million ?&mdm& m";gg“ $204,000 tor s commer- . 5
Gov. Susana Fe Public Schools were among the for computer equipment, furniture ‘ clal kitchen to the Santa Fe 570,000 for improvements
Martinez local entities hit Wednesday by Gov.  and security cameras fox, the First Please see AXES, Page A-5  Farmers Market Pavilion to El Museo Culturai

Putting science to test
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- ! The 90 percent of New Mexico

3 taxpayers who file their state income

i+ taxes online are getting refunds in
record time.

‘The average wait for electronic
filers this year is four days, down
from nine days in the 2010 tax year
and 14 days in 2009, Taxation and
Revenue Secretary Demesia Padilla
said in an interview Wednesday.

The turnaround time for paper fil-

. ers is about three weeks.
g : Padilla said that as the public has
Daniel Dominguez, a fifth-grader at César Chiavez Community School, talks Wednesday with judge Cass Mason of the Santa Fe Alliance for Science become more interested in filing
about his science project, in which he built two cars — one powered by AA batteries and the other driven by a bination of a den frame, a online, the state has been able to
small rod, a rubber band and a mouse trap — to prove that in the long run, electric energy outdistances potential energy. c.ypE MUELLER/THE NEW MEXICAN
Student experiments bandages when it comes to preserv-  grades K-8 from 18 different tizer is more effective than soap and Ser RETUNDS. Frge A5
: ing a body. schools. Professional scientists water when washing your hands
cover everything from it would probably work, because moved from booth to booth during  (yes), and how much a snake grows
5 ’ the liquid in the human body is like  the display, judging the students’ during wintertime (it can gain 5 to
mummies to PlUtO at the juice in an orange,” she said. inquiry;based presentationsonan 15 grams, depending on how much
s Images of mummies — inchud- array of criteria. it eats, as an accompanying photo
SChOO" dlStnCt expo ing one of a scary bandaged guy - “This is student driven and stu- of Mr. Snake devouring Mr. Mouse :
oy QAR reaching out with his hands as ifto  dent centered,” said Ellen Levy, helped demonstrate,) plc
The New Mexican strangle an unsuspecting explorer  coordinator for math and science Are tall buildings more stable
— adorned her display at the Santa  programs within the district. “It than short buildings during an
ngelina Oliver mummi-  Fe Public Schools’districtwide Sci- gives the students an OPPOFtUIty  earthauake? No, acoording o 2012 Short Film
fied two orangesinbak-  ence Expo. totalk about their work to scientists  one isplay, Do excessive student Showcase
ing soda. The Agua Fria The event, held Wednesday and engineers.” absences and tardies contribute to New Mexico Women in Film and
Elementary School fourth- morning at Kearny Elementary The expo included experiments  jqu academic achievement? For Women in Film and Television
grader was trying to prove that School on the south side of town, questioning whether Pluto is really resent an international
bakihg soda serves just as well as involved about 215 students in a planet (yes), whether hand sani- Please see TEST, Page A-5 gelectlon of films, 7-0 pm.
gﬂowed byaQ & Awith Santa




In this 2008 photo, villagers travel in a traditional trajinera boat in a canal in Mexico City’s Xochimilco Lake. Xochimilco
is the original natural habitat of the endangered axolotl salamander. Scientists fear that the rare and endangered axo-
lotl, which can regenerate its lost limbs, is nearly gone from the wild. DARIO LOPEZ-MILLS/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Dying: One of last green spaces shrinking

Continued from Page A-1 Maybe half the
by foreign fish, Affri ilapia or Asian H
are loaded with heavy me Y used by the Aztec
wastewater treatment facilities — the lake’s
mmmm iili“té‘f;.éﬁ"’m‘i‘f vassals here remain,
the tirs kot bameguy Morbalaie . (UCH of it degraded.
ﬁ'@mm muchoft degraded.But the But the land could
Fisherman Roberto Altamirano hasbeen - DOUNCE back.
working to save Xochimilco (pronounced

so-chi-MIL-~co), which is a UN. World
Heritage Site. For the last two years, he
has been netting exotic species from the
canals. “We have removed 650 tons of
fish,” he said, “which is a lot of fish.”

But people don’t want to buy the tilapia
and carp the fishermen net when they
learn they come from Xochimilco, which
has a bad reputation because of the pollu-
tion. In one of the tal reserves,
the farmers had to stop using the tilapia
as fertilizer because they were too toxic.

a year, an abundance of chiles, greens,
cactus and herbs. The canals were
exploited for crayfish, frogs, fowl and fish.
It was an ingenious system, and what is
amazing is that a visitor can see a glimpse
of the old ways even today.
Bird watchers still come to look at
the white pelicans, in one of the last big
green spaces in a metropolis of 22 mil-
lion. There are bicycle paths. An under-
whelming ecological center. But the area
continues to shrink.

The Valley of Mexico is a bowl sur- The gardens and canals were filled
rounded by mountains and volcanoes. The  with rubble from the 1985 Mexico City

t their empire in themiddle of a ' earthquake; the wetlands were cut in half
series of interconnected lakes. Their capi- by a perimeter highway; after the springs

and pyramids, Tenochtitlan, :  dried up, they rerouted wastewater from
€ Y Causeways, Was an amazing the sewage treatment plants.

sglntpﬂxempqmstadors,whqsmdltwas On the weekends, the canals are
‘more impressive than any city in Europe.  packed with hundreds of gondoliers

For a thousand years, farmers staked poling their brightly painted launches

out small rectangular plots in the shallow
lakes around the Aztec capital. They built

through Mexico City’s version of Ven-
ice. The boats are packed with revelers,

their artificial islands of wattle and wil- drinking beer and eating tacos, as barges
low; and filled the gardens, called chinam- filled with mariachi bands pull beside
pas, with fertile muck. them and sing for $8 a song.

The farms were irrigated by an But beneath the surface of the water,
immense grid of miles of shallow canals,  scientists fear that the rare and enc
just wide enough for a canoe. The gar- gered axolotl (pronounced ACK-suh-

dens produced a bounty: five or six crops

LAH-tuhl), a foot-long salamander that

can regenerate its lost limbs, is nearly
gone from the wild.

“We are very sad,” said the biologist
Zambrano. “In 1998, we surveyed 6,000
axolotl per square kilometer. In 2008,
there were 100 per square kilometer.”

They haven’t been able to find one in
months.

The remarkable salamanders were
once so abundant that locals remember
them well. “There were axolotls every-
where 20 years ago,” farmer Anastacio
Santana said. “We used to eat them,
wrapped in corn husks, cooked with
onion and epazote herbs.”

“Some studies suggest they will be

extinct in the wild in 10 years,” Zambrano -

said.

The university scientists have erected
several refuges for the salamanders, small
stretches of canal that they empty of
exotic fish and cover with netting to keep
the birds away.

“This is it,” said Zambrano, pointing to
one small ditch where they have placed
20 axolotl raised in the laboratories. “It is
not much. But it is a start.”

Martha Teresa Delgado, the environ-
mental secretary for the Mexico City gov-
ernment, said that the solutions for sav-
ing Xothimilco are well known, but that
funding has been elusive and there are
too many agencies with too little respon-
sibility, all making promises and passing
the blame, She said there is a proposal to
create a kind of czar to coordinate recov-
ery efforts.

“Things have been bad for a long time.
But now we fear that the destruction is
accelerating, that within our lifetimes this
very special place will no longer exist,”
Zambrano said. “It will just be a few dirty
canals for the tourists and will mean
nothing.”

Test: Professional scientists serve as judges

Continued from Page A-1 sixth-grader who conducted a
; poll on the topic of men, women, SCIENCE EXPO WINNERS

aﬂ;(:,gg:t mﬁ&;;%%ﬁg adolescent boys and adolescent IN SIX CATEGORIES
s exhib irls.
is the long-term memory of a & s . First place
fourth-grader? That conclusion Among other questions, his |

5 ¥ short survey asked participants Simon Blaser, Chaparral Elementary School,
wasn't so clear, but it did include o “Does Mom Really Know Better?”
an examination of the statement, 1 they knew the difference S Y o
“I forgot my homework.” between a hydrogen and an Harvey McGuinness, Wood Gorm_le'y Elementary

Sal Elementary School stu- atom bomb. Men did well on the School, “The Indestructible Bobbie
dent Angel Castafieda’s “Fuerza ~ SWVey. Women did second best. Belia Kirkman, Carlos Gilbert Elementary School,
Magnética” exhibit — research- Boys came in third, and girls “iAdelante, Adobe!”

\ing how to break a magnetic last. Rowan Cahill, El Dorado Community School,
force — was one of the only dem- Does any of this matter, really? “Gearing Up"
onstrations presented totally in “Yes!” Valles said, “It shows Wyatt Stein, Tesuque Elementary School, “Why
Spanish. Speaking in both Span- you what you need to teach chil- need humans? | use machines”
ish and English, fhe confident dren in schools. We need to learn Max Manzanares, Carlos Gilbert Elementary
fourth-grader said his younger more about what is going on with School, “Down and Dirty — how dirty really is our
brother’s interest in chemistry nuclear weapons.” soil?”
an? scnenncjg encouraged him to Meanwhile, César Chéavez Second Place
g eiertio. Community School fifth-grader Haley Ammerman, Chaparral Elementary School

Natalie, a sixth-grader fromLa  Daniel Dominguez had built two, “What type of clothing material keeps you warm-
hM‘“ zlposa M&ng:son, u shuhzehd N foot-long cars — one powered est?"

i ;’:::ZEN tunmmflor ﬁgr " by two AA batteries and the Mia Hamdounin, E.J, Martinez Elementary School,
;]r‘;‘j'ect. — ]uesl:a D%g i3 other driven by a combination of “Eating with Music”

Bone.” :erooden f:ﬁ‘e- a small trrgd' a rt“b‘ Max Singleton, Carlos Gilbert Elementary School,
£ band amouse trap — to “User Performance”

Her experiment explored how prove that in the long run, elec- N Garcia and fackle Mastinez, Sal Ele:
dogs react when they get their tric tolistan: deaitlal lassau Garcia and Jackie Martinez, Salazar Ele
mitts on a bone and involved ERIgyoul 005 PO mentary School, “Adios Germs”
five tests giving Neptune a bone By Jonpaul Rodgers, Pifion Elementary School,
when Neptune was h and Still, when asked which car “Paper Airplanes — Flight in Action”

2 e 5 he would prefer to drive around
five similar tests when Neptune e would prefer to drive aroun Third Place
was full. Conclusion? Neptune e lfh Rpld ooy Faris Wald, Wood Gormley Elementary School
alwa his tail, generally ~ adult-size, he chose the mouse- 5 VAN YEOOE DO Y ry J
s tﬁ’: g’:}i‘éeﬂ 3 ei:;nan dall trap contraption. Experiments with Airfoils
in all proved quite happy,to 5 “It doesn’t need fuel, and it ‘A'\Ilgteiltos\(l)aatrt"ano, Turquoise Trail Charter School,
involved in his big sister’s science ~ saves electricity,” he said. :
project. He probably didn'tgivea,  But, he said, that also means Andrew Salazar, Carlos Gilbert Elementary
darn whether Natalie won aprize  he'd have to find a 3-foot mouse School, “Hard vs. Soft Wood"
or not, trap somewhere. Claire Lee and Hayden Lee, El Dorado Community

More sober-sided was “What School, “Which material is the best for insulation?”
Do People Know About Nuclear ~ Contact Robert Nott Cameron Mathis, Atalaya Elementary School,
Weapons?” by Kearny Elemen- at 986-3021 or rnott@ “Measuring Magnet Movement”
tary School’s Rafael Valles, a sfnewmexican.com.

DbonA Procecas — nedaily a uira
of which will go to an Interstate
25 interchange at Paseo del
Norte in Albuquerque.

Martinez also signed a
separate bill authorizing $139
million in projects for colleges,
senior citizen centers and
libraries, but the property-tax-
supported bonds require voter
approval. No pm]ecs were
vetoed in the general obligation
bond measure.

Martinez explained in a
statement that her vetoes were
because the Legislature took a
“grab bag” approach to capital
outlay.

“Legislators divided up the
funding among themselves and
doled the dollars out to various
projects within their districts
— regardless of whether the
local community identi
the project as useful or neces-
sary, regardless of whether the
project was adequately funded
(or a plan existed to adequately
fund it), regardless of whether
the project was an appropriate
use of severance tax bonds, and
regardless of whether a better
alternative fundmg mechanism
existed for the project,” she said.

Rep. Brian Egolf, D-Santa Fe,
told The Associated Press that
it’s “unbelievable” the gover-
nor vetoed money for the new
courthouse, and he suggested
she “has a grudge against Santa
Fe” because of the vetoes of
projects here,

Arthur Pepin, director of the
Administrative Office of the
Courts, told the wire service
that Santa Fe County financed
construction of the courthouse,
but “we don’t understand it to
be the county’s obligation to
furnish the building.”

Some furniture used by
judges could be reused from
the current courthouse, but

“Let me be clear: Every proj-
ect in this legislation likely has
merit. A line-item veto does
not indicate my feelings toward
the worth or value of the proj-
ect,” the governor said. “My
job is to ensure we are spend-
ing capital dollars in the most
responsible way possible.”
Santa Fe County projects that
escaped Martinez’s veto pen
included $440,000 to renovate
and expand the main police
headquarters in Santa Fe. How-
ever, on Tuesday voters in the
city rejected a bond issue to
fund public safety facilities.
Another funded capital out-
lay project in Santa Fe includes
the renovation of the Manuel
Lujén Building in the South
Capitol Complex. Part of the
$6 million allocation comes
from a controversial long-
stalled proposal to buy land in
the Las Soleras development
south of the city to build a pro-
posed new “supercomplex” to
house several state agencies.
Other Santa Fe area proj-
ects that got the go-ahead are
upgrading the dormitories at
the New Mexico Law Enforce-
ment Academy ($3 million); to
build and equip a multipurpose
center for the homeless in
the city ($111,000); improve-
ments to county jail facilities
($110,000); improvements to
the Oscar Huber Memorial Ball
Park in Madrid ($332,000); vari-
ous improvements to the Boys
& Girls Clubs of Santa Fe (total
$51,234); and a new indoor
arena and regional disaster
relief facility at the Santa Fe
Rodeo Grounds ($81,000).

Contact Steve Terrell at 986-
3037 or sterrell@sfnewmexican.
com. Read his political blog at
roundhouseroundup.com.

Refunds: Tax filing
deadline is April 17

Continued from Page A-1

process returns more quickly
because so much more data
are electronic.

“I don’t think we can
improve [the electronic turn-
around time] much more,” she
said, “maybe by one day.”

So far for the 2011 tax year,
429,684 people have filed elec-
tronically, the department says.
At the same time last year,
388,028 filed by computer.

There is no charge to file
through the state’s online
system, which can be reached
through the Taxation and Rev-
enue Department’s website.
This year’s tax-filing deadline
is April 17.

As the department worked
to speed up return time this
year, it also has battled poten-
tial fraud.

Padilla said the state so far
has stopped nearly $2 million
in potentially fraudulent pay-
ments sought by people using
stolen information. She said
the scam could be part of a
trend reported in other states.

Since Jan. 19, the department
has stopped more than 900
fraudulent personal income-tax
refunds from being paid. It's
unclear if the state has paid any
refunds as a result of fraud. No
such arrests have been made.

Many of the requests for
wrongful refunds appear to be
coming from California, she
said.

The suspicious fillers had
asked the state to put refunds
on debit cards, which are dif-
ficult to trace. But she said the

state is issuing paper checks
for returns filed from certain
computer addresses.

In some cases, victims might
not know their personal infor-
mation has been stolen until a
refund check shows up unex-
pectedly, sometimes before the
taxpayer has filed a return.

Anyone who gets a refund
before they file a return or
notices anything else suspi-
cious about their tax filings
should call the state’s Tax
Fraud Hotline at 866-457-6789.

If a criminal were success-
ful in getting a fraudulent tax
refund, a victim might learn
about the situation through a
letter from the federal Internal
Revenue Service indicating
that more than one tax return
was filed with the same Social
Security number.

prey on low-income and elderly
taxpayers, promising big returns
in exchange for fees.

Also this year, the state of
New Mexico has reduced the
number of paper tax forms it
mails out to individuals. The
state sent postcards to 70,000

requested. Some 16,000 did
s0, but the state says it still
has saved more than $70,000
this year on pnntmg costs.
The forms remain available
at libraries and other public
facilities.

Contact Kate Nash at 986-3036
or knash@sfnewmexican.com.





