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State will
be offering
free tests

for lead

poisoning

Learning disabilities,
decreased intelligence and
behavioral problems are some
of the more serious health
effects of lead poisoning in
children.

Lead poisoning is one of the
greatest environmental risks
to children, according to the
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention. But is it a big
problem here in New Mexico?

The state Health Depart-
ment cannot say for sure,
because so few children are
tested here. In fact, of the
6,000 children tested last
year, only about 1 percent had
elevated blood-lead levels.

Now, a new opportunity
for free blood tests and edu-
cational outreach has arisen,
thanks to a two-year grant
awarded to the Boys and Girls
Clubs of Santa Fe by the U.S.
Environmental Protection
Agency.

Testing will begin before
Halloween at various sites
throughout Santa Fe and
RiQ Arriba counties. The free
finger-prick test will be given
to pregnant women and chil-
dren under the age of 6. Test
results will go to the state
Health Department, which will
follow up with people who
test positive for elevated lead
levels.

Free test kits also will be
given out so that families can
check their homes for lead
contamination.

Another important part of
the program will include edu-
cation of state residents. Thou-
sands of brochures about lead
poisoning will be distributed
in Northern New Mexico com-
munities.

“It’s not meant to test every
kid on the planet or every kid
in Northern New Mexico,” said
Naomi Woodspring, writer of
the grant and designer of the
testing program.

Lead testing is required for
all I and 2-year-olds enrolled
in Medicaid, a federal health-
coverage program for the poor.
But there isn't a lot of com-
pliance here, or around the
United States, because most
doctors are unaware that Med-
icaid pays for the test when
in fact, it does, said Julianne

+ Vollmer who heads up lead-
poisoning prevention at the
state Health Department.

Under that directive,

28,000 children in New

Hubert Van Hecke, staff physi

at Los Al

5

Photos by Jane Phillips/The New Mexican

National Laboratory, leads a discussion Wednesday at Wood Gormiey Elementary School. Van

Hecke is part of a group of volunteers called the Santa Fe Alliance for Science that sends scientists to classrooms throughout the city.

Science alliance

Retired physicist joins forces with Santa Fe Public Schools
in an attempt to protect America’s scientific, technological edge

By Andy Lenderman
The New Mexican

ob Eisenstein of Santa
Fe is working on
national security prob-
lems quietly, here in

Northern New Mexico.

No weapons, no spies.
Just a retired physicist trying to
invigorate education.

“The world’s getting more techni-

cally oriented, not less,” Eisenstein
said. “The engine of this country is
technology. If we run out of people
to generate ideas and make prod-
ucts, we're going to be in a sticky
wicket.”

Eisenstein, who once directed
the Santa Fe Institute, is trying to
address a serious problem which
has caught the attention of New
Mexico’s senators and others con-
cerned about the country’s future
— America is losing its global edge
on science and technology.

That means the country will
make less money in the future,
experts have warned.

“We are worried about the future
prosperity of the United States,”
said a recent report from the
National Academy of Sciences.

Eisenstein said that, in the
past, the country’s scientific and
engineering work force included

‘The alliance has two goals,’ said Bob Eisenstein, founder of the Santa
Fe Alliance for Science. ‘One is we my much want to provide a link

ientific and technical tra

ple — and there’s a lot of

resources in this area — and K-thmud!-lz science education.’

many foreign workers who chose
to immigrate here for better college
and work opportunities. Now, many
of those workers — from places
such as China and India — have
more chances to succeed in their
home countries. The end result is a
smaller American technical work-
force competing worldwide.

So while New Mexico's federal
legislators grappled with a major
science-education bill in Congress,

Eisenstein started a nonprofit called
the Santa Fe Alliance for Science.
Santa Fe Public Schools teacher
Susan MclIntosh helped.

“The alliance has two goals,”
Eisenstein said. “One is we very
much want to provide a link
between scientific and technical
trade people — and there’s a lot
of resources in this area — and
K-through-12 science education.”

Specifically, Eisenstein is recruit-

ing experts to volunteer their time
and go out into the schools to talk
to kids directly.

So far, he’s got an agreement with
the Santa Fe Public Schools, and
20 volunteers.

Eisenstein'’s other goal is to pro-
vide a comprehensive science-edu-
cation resource for anyone in need,
especially teachers.

“I'm trying to be a clearinghouse
about science education and sci-
ence activities in Santa Fe and
Northern New Mexico,” he said.

The Web site www.sfafs.org has
links that will help your fourth-
grader finish a science project; a
list of science-oriented companies
in Northern New Mexico; and an
events calendar for lectures spon-
sored by Los Alamos National
Laboratory and the Santa Fe Insti-
tute, among other organizations.
There’s even a national-reports sec-
tion which details the voluminous
research on the country’s science-
and math-education issues.

Earlier this year, US. Sens. Pete
Domenici and Jeff Bingaman intro-
duced three bills aimed at revital-
izing science education in schools
and industries.

The Protecting America’s Com-
petitive Edge Act covers 37 initia-
tives and costs about $9.5 billion

Please see SCIENCE, Page D-2
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Science fare

American Experience:
The Great Fever
9 p.m. Monday

In June 1900, Major Walter
Reed, chief surgeon of the
U.S. Army, led a medical team
to Cuba on a mission to investi-
gate yellow fever. For more than
200 years, the disease had ter-
rorized the United States, killing
an estimated 100,000 people
in the 19th century alone. This
program documents the heroic
efforts of Reed's team, which
led to the successful comple-
tion of the Panama Canal.

Stonehenge
7 p.m. Tuesday

Each year, more than 1 million
people visit Britain's Stone-
henge, which is perhaps the
most enigmatic prehistoric
monument on earth. What
exactly does this arrangement
of rocks signify?

Nova: Monster

of the Milky Way
8 p.m. Tuesday

Astronomers are closing in
on the proof they've sought
for years that one of the most
destructive objects in the uni-
verse might be in the center of
our own galaxy. Through stun-
ning computer-generated imag-
ery, the program reveals the
dark secrets of supermassive
black holes — from their birth
to their destructive waves of
energy strong enough to blow
our and other galaxies apart.

Remaking American
Medicine: Part 2
10 p.m. Tuesday

This program focuses on the
impact of medical errors and
hospital-acquired infections in
hospitals in Pittsburgh, Penn.,
and New Jersey, and follows the
efforts of physicians challeng-
ing-their colleagues to live up to
their oath to First Do No Harm.

When Nature Strikes Back;

Earthquakes and Floods
7 p.m. Wednesday

This documentary concen-
trate on natural disasters that
can devastate lives and com-
munities in a single instant.
Chilling footage tells the human
story, while computer graph-
ics allow scientists to offer
clear explanations as to how
these forces of nature operate.
The program covers events in
locales around the world includ-
ing San Francisco, Mexico City,
Assisi and Switzerland.

Secrets of the Dead:

Catastrophe! Part 2
8 p.m. Wednesday

For nearly a century, humans
forgot their glorious past and
huddled in a state of ignorance
and fear. Scientists have uncov-
ered evidence from around the
world that the early Dark Ages
may have been triggered by
an actual event that occurred
around 535 A.D. The subse-
quent environmental calamity
might have affected human
civilization from Mongolia to
Constantinople, precipitating
plague, famine, death, great
migration, the fall of the great
Mexican city of Teotihuacan,
the Anglo-Saxon victory over
the Celts and possibly the rise
of Islam.

Violent Planet: Inferno
9 p.m. Wednesday

A forest fire is all-consum-
ing and devastating and yet,
in certain areas of the world,
these fires are sn freanent that

the whole ecosystem revolves
around them. Even where fires
are scarce, there are organisms
which thrive in them. In these
dramatic situations, flexibility
of the animals and the range of
their survival strategies is quite
astonishing.

Violent Planet: Deluge
10 p.m. Wednesday

All animals need water to
survive, but too much can
result in chaos and destruction.
Flash floods can strike without
warning in desert canyons.

Even when water itself
doesn't create a problem, it can
trigger some bizarre events
such as mosquito “storms,”
grapefruit-sized hail and deadly
avalanches.

Scientific American
Frontiers: Forever Wild?
7 p.m. Thursday

What exactly does it take
to make wild places work the
way they must? This episode
includes the important results
to emerge from research being
conducted inside Biosphere 2.
Now completely reorganized
as a climate-research institute,
with facilities like no other in
the world, Biosphere explores
the reactions of miniature wild
ecosystems — like rainforests
and coral reefs — to the kinds
of global atmospheres that we
may experience 50 or 100 years
from now.

Wild Things:
Brazil’s Pantanal, Part 1
8 p.m. Thursday

Deep within Brazil is the
largest and richest wetland in
the world, home to exotic and
feared creatures such as cai-
man, anaconda and piranha. As
the seasons turn from flood to
drought and the waters retreat,
water dwellers face a frantic
struggle for survival as a land of
water is transformed into a sea
of grass.

Capturing the Killer Croc
9 p.m. Thursday

The disappearance of more
than 200 people in the vicinity
of Lake Tanganyika, in Africa,
was first thought to be the
result of tribal warfare or a
serial killer. In fact, the killer
was a giant, predatory crocodile
estimated to be 30 feet long
and nearly a century old. This
program documents the mis-
sion to catch and relocate the
croc to safe water — before he
kills again.

Reptiles: Turtles

and Tortoises
10 p.m. Thursday

Turtles and tortoises are
moving slowly through the
millennia toward an uncertain
future.

Air America's
Investigative Reports:

A Bitter Pill
10:30 p.m. Friday

Every prescription medicine
you take is tested on humans
before it's approved for sale
and use by the Food and Drug
Administration. But if you
assumed those tests are always
done smartly, safely and ethi-
cally under the watchful eye of
expert regulators, you are very,
very wrong.

That's what a team of inves-
tigative reporters from Bloom-
berg Markets magazine discov-
ered in a yearlong investigation
culminating in a devastating,
award-winning report called
Rin Pharma'e Shamafil Sarrat

Health
in brief

New choices for

federal workers

In addition to health insur-
ance, federal employees may
sign up for a new-dental and
vision-benefits program, called
FEDVIP, and they may enroll in
flexible spending accounts that
use pretax salary allotments
for reimbursement of certain
medical and dependent care
expenses.

For details, go to www.opm.
gov/insure/health. Dozens of
federal agencies also provide
their employees with free
access to online services.

Wanted:
creative freaks

If you experience positive
and negative emotions simul-
taneously at work, you may be
a more innovative thinker than
others, according to the Acad-
emy of Management Journal.

Researchers in Seattle con-
ducted two studies: In the
first, 102 college students were
asked to write about emotional
experiences and were imme-
diately given a test measuring

creative thinking. Students who
expressed ambivalent emotions
in their writing tested signifi-
cantly better on the creativity
scale than those who were just
happy, just sad or neutral.

In the next study, students
took the same creativity test
after either watching a clip from
the movie Father of the Bride
(intended to evoke contradic-
tory emotions) or looking at
a neutral screen saver. Those
who viewed the neutral image
(the less ambivalent group) per-
formed less well on the creativ-
ity test. The authors concluded
that emotionally conflicted
employees may be an asset
because they generate creative
ideas.

Women named
legends of nursing

Sylvia P. Rhodes of Santa Fe
and Louise Kiger of Santa Clara
Pueblo have been named “leg-
ends of nursing” by the New
Mexico Center for Nursing
Excellence.

They are among five nurses
in the state who will be honored
at 6 p.m. today at the Hyatt
Regency Hotel in Albuquerque.

Rhodes began her career
in New Mexico in 1956 at the
Chama Valley Medical Center.
Her contributions include: start-
ing school health programs
in Dulce, Largo and Lybrook;
writing the first Indian alcohol-
ism program that was funded
nationally and establishing the

first program for special educa-
tion in Rio Arriba County.

Her involvement in public and
rural health issues has improved
access to health care for some of
New Mexico’s most vulnerable
populations, said Kathy Davis,
Presbyterian Healthcare chief
nursing officer.

Today, Rhodes is a health con-
sultant to Head Start programs.

The other award recipients
are Kiger of Santa Clara Pueblo,
Joyce Gombar of Lovington,
Laura Martinez of Albuquerque
and Joan Mayberry of Roswell.
Tickets to the awards ceremony
are $60 each. Call (505)
604-6626 for more information.

Santa Fe Prep
senior wins award

Parker Homans, a senior at
Santa Fe Preparatory School,
won the New Mexico Hospitals
and Health Services Association
Junior Volunteer of the Year
Award.

He received the award for
year-round service at St. Vincent
Regional Medical Center. Every
Thursday in Women's Services,
he observes C-sections, answers
phones, cares for patients, runs
errands and prepares delivery
rooms. During the summer, he
works eight-hour shifts once
a week. Parker plans to go to
medical school and become an
obstetrics and gynecology doc-
tor.

Staff and wire reports

Science: Volunteers still néeded

Continued from Page D-1

a year. The package doubles
federal research in scientific
research, includes a research-
and-development tax credit for
businesses and boasts 25,000
college scholarships for stu-
dents in science, math and engi-
neering.

It’s a big effort which has yet
to pass Congress. Bingaman
in particular has lectured
frequently about the matter.
President Bush discussed sci-
ence education in a visit to Rio
Rancho earlier this year, and he
appears to support the initiative,
although Domenici said he’s still
constraineq by the budget.

A compromise measure could
be voted on when Congress
reconvenes after the Nov. 7 elec-

“There are very few placesinthe .
country that have the technical
resources that this small part of

Northern New Mexico has.”

BOB EISENSTEIN

founder, Santa Fe Alliance for Science

tion, a Domenici spokesman
said.

Meanwhile, Eisenstein is
looking for local scientists will-
ing to help, and he is trying to
forge partnerships with schools
that will have them. He's trying
to connect the two, in part by
seeking endorsements from the
lab and New Mexico’s congres-
sional delegation.

“There are very few places in
the country that have the tech-
nical resources that this small
part of Northern New Mexico
has,” Eisenstein said.

Go to www.sfafs.org for more
information.

Contact Andy Lenderman af
995-3827 or alenderman

(@sfnewmexican.com.

Kids” Sports Teams!

We have fund-raising opportunities
for organizations to sell home-delivery
subscriptions for The New Mexican.

To find out more,

call Charles Montalbano

995-3851

NEW<=MEXICAN

Get the whole story.




	img005.pdf
	img006



